A study of the Herpetology of Panama, Costa Rica and Nicaragua, begun under a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship, was continued in the summer of 1933 under a Grant-in-Aid from the NATIONAL RESEARCH; COUNcIL. In order to clarify the situation of Ninia in these countries it was found necessary to examine many specimens from elsewhere, so that a general idea of the genus was gained and is here offered. This clarification has involved examination of the entire collections of Ninia in the Museum of Comparative Zo6logy, the American Museum of Natural History, the Academy of Natural Sciences and the United States National Museum. To the authorities of these Museums (and of the many others, to be listed elsewhere, in which I have seen material from the countries named), and to the two foundations, I wish to express my thanks.
The genus Ninia may be defined as follows: Small Colubrid snakes with hypapophyses on all body vertebrae; hemipenis with sulcus forking proximally, with proximal hooks and distal calyces, the areas so furnished about equal in extent, calyculate area with free proximal edge (capitate) and divided so that the organ is somewhat bifurcate; maxillary teeth 15-18, subequal; mandibular teeth subequal; dorsal scales keeled, striate, without pits (Boulenger 1893, Cat. Snakes Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist. (2), 1, p. 292, says with pits, but microscopical examination of five forms has failed to disclose them); caudals double; anal single; preocular none (very rarely present in one form); pupil vertically elliptic; males with well developed spiny tubercles on chin scales; Mexico to Venezuela and Ecuador; five forms.
Two ill-known genera, Chersodromus of Mexico and Diapharolepis of Northwestern South America, seem to resemble Ninia except in having the prefrontals fused.
The least modified members of Geophis (leading to the allied genera Atractus, Carphophis, Farancia and Abacura) are manifestly allied to Ninia. So also the least modified members of Tropidodipsas (leading to Sibon, Sibynomorphus and the other so-called American "Arfiblycephalidae") are obviously similar to Ninia. These resemblances are shown by the hemipenis, the dentition, the elliptical pupil, the single anal, the keeled, pitless scales, the usual absence of the preocular, and the spiny tubercles on the chin of the male. Thus Ninia occupies a central position between a group of burrowing forms and a group of arboreal forms. No obvious allies to this group of genera are known at present. VOL. 21, 1935 I have examined 314 specimens of Ninia, 30 of which I took myself, having seen sebae and diademata in the field in Mexico; maculata and psephota in Costa Rica. The habits and behavior resemble those of Storeria. They flatten the entire body when alarmed.
Certain general statements in the following key may be modified. While diademata has six upper labials normally, a single specimen from Guatemala, which differs in no other respect, has been described as having seven, and called labiosa. No others with seven have been reported, and the 32 seen have six.
Two specimens of atrata have preoculars. Forty-eight seen, as well as those described, lack them. The two are: A.N.S. 3410, which has two preoculars on each side, the loreal entering the eye between them; A.N.S. 3412, which has two on each side separating the loreal from the eye. Preoculars are unknown in the rest of the forms.
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